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Five lines ("What's the story about")

for a Motion Picture

The project is American/ European, dealing with | ovestory, a
political thriller and with crinme: a journalist of a NYC

| ocated news magazine is sent back now to Russia to cover the
changes. There he'd lost his great |ove after a failed flight
he hel ped with at the beginning 80's. At |least he finds his

| ost love and a treasure which he's not tracing al one. ..

* k%

WGAW Reg.
LVG (Vi enna) Reg.



Scenes of a screenplay for a Mdtion Picture

I NTRO
FADE | N:
TI TLE and CREDI TS run. NO SOUND.

Bl ack background.
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1. | NT - NEAR MOSCOW OLD RUSSI AN CHURCH DAY

As the credits are ending, the SOUND of a match striking
| oudly, with echo. There is a small flash of light.

We see a taper going to the top of the screen to light a tall
candl e, then another and another. A |long bearded, thin DEACON
lighting the candles is dressed in a |long black cassock.

We begin to hear the SOUNDS of people rustling inside a |large
bui | di ng. Anot her DEACON in a black cassock goes over to a
smal | table and turns on an old reel-to-reel tape recorder.
The SOUND of Orthodox choirs energe. We see that the reels are
slightly warped and nove unevenly.

The scene grows wi der and we see that we are in an old Russian
church, bathed in candlelight. An |INSERT appears on the
screen: 1982.

A femal e voice, kept purposefully |ow

JANI CE
(V.0)

This is Janice Bauer reporting

And this is the Soviet Union

A church outside of Moscow

and a service forbidden
since the Communi st regi ne took
over in 1917 ...

As Jani ce Bauer talks we survey the old church. W see JANI CE
(30) doing her narration while the VI DEO- CAMERAOPERATOR scans
t he scene. The congregation is sitting anong grain bags and
tractors.

JANI CE

(V.0)
This church is used for storing
grain and tractors. The cerenony
is illegal. Only one other
reporter is being allowed to
witness this service ... held in
secret ... away fromthe sight
of the KGB
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One of the grain bags m ght have burst so that we see grain on
the floor.

Jani ce Bauer goes on, but we focus on LARRY (30), the print
reporter taking notes in a reporter's notebook and pointing
out shots to TOM (25), a still photographer he is working
with.

The print reporter goes up one aisle, nearly to the front, we
focus on a famly, the nmother LENA (45), the daughter ANNA
(19), on the wonen's side next to the aisle, the father
VLADI M R (50), a distinguished-Iooking man with gray hair
sitting in a pew next to the aisle on the nen's side.

The reporter puts his hand on the sitting man's shoul der and
says:

LARRY
Hell o, Vladimr.
VLADI M R
(smling)

Hell o, Larry, ny friend.

LARRY
Thank you for arranging it so we
could be here. | hope those TV
peopl e won't disrupt the

cerenony.
Vliadimr | ooks over his shoulder at the TV crew.

VLADI M R
They should be all right. Larry,
| want you to neet ny famly. My
wi fe Lena.

Larry reaches over and shakes hands.

VLADI M R
And ny daughter, Anna.
Anna, Larry is a reporter for
t he New York Worl d- Tel egram

Anna is nineteen, beautiful. Larry | eans over to shake her
hand. He wants to nmake sure the beautiful girl gets his nane:
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LARRY
(al nost shyly)
Larry Stewart. I'mwith the New
Yor k Worl d- Tel egram

Behind Vladimr sits a friend of the famly, SERGE (55), with
a silver cigarette holder, elegant, without |it cigarette.

Larry is explaining to Tom

LARRY

(to Tom
That's Vladimr Chenkov. He is a
wor |l d famous orchestra
conductor. But he's beginning to
be known as a dissident and they
won't let himleave the country
anynore.
Don't take pictures of him

Jani ce and her crew i s videotaping.

JANI CE
The priest will conme through
that door, nove to the altar
then begin with the service. W
expect to see himin just a
nmoment

We hear the SOUND of triangles and cynbals, corresponding to
the Orthodox choirs fromthe tape.

The PRI EST and seven DEACONS enter the church through the main
entrance, wal k through the aisle to the small room where we
see a roofed over altar, and the priest begins the cerenony.
Deacons are playing the triangles and cynbal s.

We see interaction between Larry and Anna during all these
openi ng scenes. They are very interested in each other.

JANI CE

(V.0)
After the change of the bread
into the body of Christ, and of
the wine into his blood we
wi tness - eating and drinking
bread and wine - a holy nonment
in this unholy world of Russia
today ...
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During the cerenmony and the picture-taking a GROUP OF KGB MEN
appear. The choir nusic continues during the ensuing
di sruption.

Jani ce and her crew keep on vi deot api ng.
Two of the KGB-nmen pull the priest away fromthe altar. There

is disorder anong the congregation. People are arrested,
pul  ed away. There is no firing of weapons.

JANI CE
This is a fight between good and
evil.- Oh ny god!(to the canera-

person) Get the priest.

The priest tries to eat the bl essed bread, and sonme of the
Deacons cover himwith their bodies, also eating pieces of the
holy bread. Three other KGB-nmen kick the bread away and one of
themtranples on the rest of it.

Tom shoots pictures around the whole scene. Larry stands near
front, but to the side to stay out of the way.

Anot her KGB-man tears out the reels fromthe old reel-to reel
t ape recorder, the sound of Orthodox choirs fades away.

VI adi mr cannot hold his anger and starts to shout to the KGB-
men who are roughing up the priest, shaking his fist at them

VLADI M R
Stay away fromthe holy bread,
| eave the priest alone, you
bastards! ... You godl ess
bl oodhounds ..
This reginme drops its mask now

Shame on you! ... Shanme on
the Soviet Union! ... Shane on
communi sm ... Shane! ... Shane!

Anna shows obviously synpathy to her father and | ooks
admringly at him Lena | ooks desperately and cries. Serge
frombehind tries to cal mdown Vladimr. When two of the KGB-
men | ook angrily at Vladimr Anna fears for her father.

ANNA
We nmust get him out of here. W
must ny father get out!
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SERGE

(to Vladimr)
They' Il arrest you. Cone on! W
can get out. There is a way ...

The KGB-nen turn around toward Vladimr. Larry and Tom st and
in their way and the KGB-nen who lunge after Vladimr are not
able to get down the aisle. Anna | ooks thankfully at Larry,
and pulls, together with Serge and Lena her father away
wal ki ng bet ween sone stapled grain bags to a side door.

The fam |y and Serge escape through an underground corridor.

The congregation mlls around, becones angry. The KGB-nen try
to control them Many break for the doors.

The reporters are lined up against the wall.
We see Jani ce Bauer secreting a filmcartridge.
Janice is her video tape taken away, the equipnment is given

back. Tom |l oses his film and Larry's notebook is taken away,
t 0o.
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2. EXT - NEAR MOSCOW OLD RUSSI AN CHURCH DAY

More distant we see two KGB-cars and a KGB-van in front of the
church. People are pushed into the van.

Larry, Tom and the TV-people can |leave in their own car.

The fam |y and Serge | eave the underground corridor and escape
in a nearby parked car.
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3. | NT/ EXT - NEAR MOSCOW ROADS, ROADS I N MOSCOW NI GHT
Vladimr is driving the car. Lena and Anna sit on the back
seat s.
Serge, in the passenger seat, lights a cigarette on his silver

cigarette hol der

They are driving through an early evening

out si de of Modscow

SERGE
This was the npst stupid action
you could do ... Yelling at
these fools.

ANNA

My father was absolutely right,
Serge. One nust stand up agai nst
t hese peopl e.

SERGE
One. But not your father, dear.
He is one of the few in
dependent people in this
country. People who deal with
arts have fools' freedom That
you have to consider all the
time.

VLADI M R
If we are on the video?
SERGE
Who cares?
VLADI M R

| had to tell them | had to
stand up against them Even as a
fool, I've enough fromthis
country. Full enough.

SERGE
What keeps you here?
VLADI M R
| don't know. I am at hone al

over the world.
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LENA
A world of nusic, dear. But
outside of this world?...

VLADI M R
Russi a. . .

ANNA
..1s nore and nore a | arge
prison. And you are sad be cause
you' d di scovered this.

LENA
Oh nmy god, Anna! | hope you'l
not talk like that to others.

VLADI M R
(to Lena)
She is right, Lena. Absolutely
right. (to Serge) What do you
think, as a painter, as a
consulting expert and a party's
bi gw g?. ..

SERGE
(smling)
We all make our conprom ses.
Maybe you did not enough?

VLADI M R
(smling angrily)

They preferred a party-nenber
for our chief conductor's post.
They canceled ny | ast foreign
tours. They stopped ny disc
recordi ngs.
And at the nusic acadeny they
shortened ny | ectures because |
want to establish my own nusic
school . ..
Coul d you tell nme what
conprom ses | shoul d make?

SERGE
Ch Vladimr, ny friend.
We di scussed this already so
many tinmes. And | can only
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repeat it again and agai n:
becone a party-nenber, ...
just a little bit.

Vladimr stops the car immediately so that the follow ng car
has trouble to overt ake.

VLADI M R
No. No. No!
It's inmpossible.
You cannot...just a little
bit...be pregnant.

SERGE
(bor ed)
Forget it...
I don't know anot her way out.
LENA
(to Serge)
But we feel...endangered.
SERGE
Maybe it is really the best...

to | eave.
Vladimr continues the car ride.
They are driving a while silently.

VLADI M R
We need sone tine to arrange
everyt hing. ..
And to get used to that idea.

Alittle bit later the car arrives Mscow

VLADI M R
| don't yet know how to survive
in the west. Maybe | w |
conduct and teach in the United

St at es?

SERGE
Ameri cans are fond of Russi an
musi c.

The car passes a gated area with three story apartnment houses.
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Serge is dropped at his house.

Then the famly arrives safely their hone.

LENA
Vo will help us?
ANNA
Larry Stewart. He is a friend.
LENA
Can we trust Tonf
VLADI M R
He is a friend of Larry.
LENA
Yeah, but. ..
ANNA
Larry is o.k.
LENA
(amused)
She knows. ..
VLADI M R
Ri ght .

TO BE CONTI NUED

When Larry neets Anna he doesn't know yet that this is the
begin of a never ending, "thrilling" true |ove.

The first third of the novie tells us how it begins and how it
seens to end when Larry tries to help Anna and her famly to
escape from Sovi et Union.

Pl anned and organi zed is this flight by an old friend an
experienced escape-artist who considered everything - but only
one he didn't think of - a traitor and his greedy m nd.

So we witness a sad day's early norning...
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47. EXT - NEAR YEREVAN, GUESTHOUSE DAY

Larry closes the car's trunk silently.
Vladimr, Lena and Anna sit on the car's back seats.

Larry takes a seat beside Sasha who drives the car. They |et
the car roll down the narrow street and start a bl ock away

fromthe guesthouse.

It rains, and the day is breaking.
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48. | NT/ EXT - NEAR YEREVAN, CAR RI DE, CROSS- COUNTRY TRI P DAY

We see the car driving on several roads.

SI GNPOSTS are showi ng shorter and shorter distances to the
border and indicates that staying there is allowed only with
special permts.

SASHA
Damed r ai n!
LARRY
It will become difficult, right?
SASHA
The forest soil is already
soaked because of the |ast days
rains. You'll have to try
hard. ..
VLADI M R

How long is it to the border?

SASHA
Maybe one hour or two...

VLADI M R
What if we are checked before by
a notorized patrol?

SASHA
For them our docunents are
enough.

LARRY

And for the border police?

SASHA
They are not enough.

They drive through heavy rain and nore hill-shaped area.

Sasha stops the car at the roadside and | ooks at his wri st
wat ch.
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SASHA
We are in tine...
Li sten! At this border check
point we will be checked by only
one guard. He is one of our
hel pers, as | told you al ready.
The guards are changed every
hal f year.

He says and starts the car again.
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49. I NT/EXT - RUSSI A, AT THE BORDER CHECK- POl NT DAY

The car with Sasha, Larry and the Chenkov-fam |y approaches
t he border check-point.

A GUARD (#1) cones to the car and checks the passports.
In the background a SECOND GUARD (#2) appears and conmes to the
car, too. He points his "Kal ashni kov"-machi ne pistol on them

Larry is looking for his gun. Sasha points himto cal m down.
Vladimr, Lena and Anna freeze a nmonent.

The first guard tells Sasha sonething in Russian, the second
guard points himto get out of the car.
Sasha gets out of the car

VLADI M R
(lowy to Larry)
The new guy is working with our
friend. Anyway. Sasha wi |l clear
that. ..

Sasha tal ks in Russian to the guards.
After a while the second guard puts the "Kal ashni kov" down.

SASHA
(to his passengers)
The second guard is not on our
payrol .

Larry pulls out a bundle of bank notes and handles it to
Sasha.

LARRY
Now he is on the payroll.

The two guards start to argue in Russian.
Larry | ooks again for his gun.
SASHA

(to his passengers)
He agrees to take the noney.

Bl ack Jade



17

The first guard talks insistently to the second who takes the
nmoney, but obviously is uneasy with the situation.

Vladimr, Lena and Anna have a sigh of relief.
The first guard points Sasha to drive away.

Sasha starts and drives away.
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50. |INT/EXT - RUSSI A, CAR RI DE, BORDER AREA

DAY

Sasha drives the car through WOODED LAND.

VLADI M R
That was very...narrow

SASHA
The second guy is on detached
duty there. Nobody knows why.

VLADI M R
Thank God that we cane
t hrough. ..

Sasha stops the car and lights up a cigarette.
He poi nts ahead.

SASHA
There is the Turkish side. After
the no-man's | and. You can see
it from here.

LARRY
About a half an hour wal k?

Sasha nods yes.
Vladimr | ooks at Lena and Anna.
They just smle at him- confidently.

VLADI M R
Okay. Let's get it behind us.

Sasha gets out of the car. The others foll ow
The rain stopped.

SASHA
Show me your wat ches.

They show him their watches.
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SASHA
You have to start wal king from
here. In thirty mnutes you nust
reach the no-man's | and over
there. Then you wait until the
first border patrol is passing
by. After then you wait for a
second patrol. It should conme
within ten to twenty m nutes
after the first. Then you have
ten mnutes to cross to the
Turki sh side. You will be
expected there.

He says and gives Larry the special map.

SASHA
Renmenber: the no-man's land is
about 200 yards, about two of
your football fields. It is very
heavily m ned. At the other end,
after the fence, is the Turkish
bor der .

He gives the special map to Larry who puts it in his parka.

SASHA
This special map fromthe no-
man's land is to avoid the
m nes.

They confirmsilently.

SASHA
From t he | uggage you take what
you can carry. The rest |'1]l
bring over an other border to
Tur key.

Larry, Vladimr, Lena and Anna take their backpacks and bags.

SASHA
Larry knows the way and the
pl ace where we'll neet on the

ot her si de.

He wants to encourage them
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SASHA
By the way: the nost difficult
part of our trip was to cone
here to this point. The rest is
just a wal k...
Good | uck!

He says, starts the car and drives the way back.
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51. EXT - RUSSI A FOREST AT BORDER AREA DAY

Larry and Anna are first wal king very fast along a forest
path. The wood is silent and vaults |like a done over them

LARRY
Let's go.

We hear the SOUND of their wal king through the forest.

Anna hel ps her nother to handl e the bags. They go first,
Vladimr remai ns behind and |l ooks a little bit out of breath.

VLADI M R
(to Larry)
As Sasha said: just a wal k. But
what a wal k. . .

He | ooks carefully around and renoves his backpack.

LARRY
Are you all right?

VLADI M R
Can you carry this for ne?

Larry who carries his own backpack takes Vladimr's backpack.
This monment Lena turns around and gl ances briefly at the two
men.

LARRY
Sure. Too havy?

VLADI M R
It's easier to walk wi thout.
Thank you, ny friend.

Larry puts the backpack over his shoulders along with his own.
Larry joggling Vladimr's backpack:

LARRY
I"mafraid I'Il drop this.
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VLADI M R
(nervously)
Don't worry, Larry! Just sone
nmusi ¢ and cl ot hes and t he
remembrances of an ol der nman.

LARRY
OCh, cone on, Vladimr. ..
VLADI M R
You know what | am curi ous?
Larry | ooks at him
VLADI M R

You told me somewhere in New
York you can get real Russian
"Borscht"-soup

LARRY
Right. That is at Brighton
Beach. There you find one
Russi an shop besi de the other
You'l | feel hone there... And
everyone speaks Russi an.

They have to stop and to wait until the FIRST PATROL passes.
After then they wait for the SECOND PATROL whi ch passes in
tinme.

ANNA
Exactly as Sasha sai d.

LARRY
There ahead! The no-man's | and.
And over there is Turkey...

They start wal ki ng and clinbing rough area, using bushes and
trees for covering.

Larry | ooks sonetinmes on the special map he received from

Sasha who sent them on that particular route which will avoid
m nes.
Vladimr, in clinmbing over rocks falls behind. He needs help.

One sees Larry's hand pulling Vladimr up once.

Again Vladimr falls behind. We see a hand in a parka like
Larry's reach for Vladimr again, but when the canera cones
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back we see that it is a RUSSI AN BORDER SOLDI ER. After the
Russi an hand pulls Vladimr up, nmore RUSSI AN BORDER SOLDI ERS
surround the party.

LARRY
(to Anna)
Run! For heaven's sake, run!

The scene becones a turnoil.
SHOUTI NG, COVMMANDS, SCREAM NG, AND SHOTS.

Larry and Anna run. They get through the fence's gap to the
ot her side of the border where they are expected by TURKI SH
BORDER SOLDI ERS who have been wat ching the whol e epi sode.

Anna realizes that her parents are caught, and Vladimr my be
wounded. Vladimr fights wildly with rocks and a wooden stick
he found. Lena tries to help himbut is grabbed by a Russian
sol di er.

Anna runs back. Larry starts after her, but is grabbed by
Tur ki sh sol di ers.

Once back in the no-man's | and Anna freezes. She doesn't know
what to do - caught between Larry and her parents.

LARRY
Anna! Cone back! You cannot
hel p!... Conme back

She seens to wake up for a nonent.

ANNA
Larry!... Larry!...

Larry is caught and held, and there is nothing he can do.

VLADI M R
Run! Anna!... Run to Larry!...

The Russian soldiers sinply wal k up and take Anna into their
custody. They grab Anna and Lena, and look in their bags and
backpacks.

VI adi mr keeps pushing away Russian soldiers who try to take
hi minto custody.

The Russian soldiers focus on Vladimr. They pull his feet out
fromunder him Vladimr gets up. A Russian soldier hits
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Vladimr with his fist knocking himto the ground again. There
we see Lena's bag with food burst, bottles smashed and food
spread on the ground.

Vladimr is dazed and angry:

VLADI M R

(shouti ng)
Stay away fromthe holy bread,
| eave ny famly al one, you
bastards! ... You godl ess
bl oodhounds ..
The arts are free!..
Keep it in your m nd!

(echoed/

fadi ng out)
This reginme drops its mask now
Shame on comuni sm
The arts are free!..
Believe it or believe it not.
Shame on you! ... The arts are
freel... Shanme! ... Shane!

Lena, Anna and Larry nust watch this absolutely hel pl ess.

The SOUNDS fade out, we see, not hear, themall - the soldiers
and their victins - shouting, crying, scream ng when the
Pl CTURE SLOWAS DOAN.

After they hit himagain the peaceful MAIN THEME of
Tchai kovsky's Si xth Synphony begi ns played by an orchestra.

The Russian soldiers withdraw with Lena and Anna when sone
TURKI SH M LI TARY CARS appear on the Turkish side of the border
and TURKI SH SOLDI ERS take up their position.

Vladimr refuses to be subdued and is beaten up with rifle
butts. The MJSI C STOPS. We hear only the CRACKLI NG SOUND
first when Vladimr's hands are broken, second when he
receives a deadly blow on his head, watched by his wife, his
daughter and Larry.
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52. EXT - NEW YORK, TRAFFI C JAM DAY

HARD CUT TGO

A TRAFFIC JAMin New York City.
An | NSERT appears
on the screen: 1990.

TO BE CONTI NUED

When for the famly the flight failed Larry reached the safe
west .

After the opening of Eastern Europe and the breakdown of
conmuni sm he is sent to Europe to cover the changes.

Entering Europe in Moscow, he tries there to find his |ost
| ove.

Before the flight Anna's father had reveal ed to his daughter
that he found on one of his trips to the west a val uable
figurine of black jade which would enable themto |ive
carefree in freedom He had hidden that treasure on a safe
pl ace.

Anna has thought all the tinme that Larry woul d have decei ved
t hem because of the valuable figurine her father wanted to
bring to the west to finance their new life.

Strangel y enough, nother and daughter are hardly bothered by

Russi an authorities after the failed flight and still live in
a privileged area in Moscow. Anna |lives now an i ndependent
turbulent |ife, her nother knows nothing about her

wher eabout s.

Later on it is not only Anna searching after the "black jade",
and crossing Larry's way.

Meeting with opposition fromher - as well as from forner KGB
agents and "nonencl ature"-nmenbers - Larry helps her to trace
out the figurine which has been all the time in an unexpected
pl ace. At least Larry finds his young "old | ove" - and the
treasure, in front of the background of the Russian "coup
d'etat” from August 1991..
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